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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
National RARE II Conference/Symposium 
At University of Montana, August 4 and 5
MISSOULA, Montana— A national conference/symposium on the Forest Service 
Roadless Area Review and Evaluation (RARE II) will be held on the University 
of Montana campus in Missoula August 4 and 5.
Dr. Richard E. Shannon, professor of forestry, University of Montana, 
said the conference is being sponsored by the Montana Forest and Conservation 
Experiment Station in cooperation with the USDA Forest Service. It is one of 
two national RARE II conferences. The eastern conference will be August 11-13 
at the University of Georgia in Athens. The conference in Missoula is for the 
Western States.
The RARE II draft Environmental Statement was released by the Forest 
Service June 15. It involves future management of more than 62 million acres 
of roadless and undeveloped National Forest lands.
"The national conference at the University of Montana will focus on pro­
viding a congenial, nonpartisan atmosphere for a variety of viewpoints to be 
formally expressed by recognized professionals in the area of wildlands 
management," Shannon explained. "It is hoped that some measure of consensus 
will develop with respect to speedy and acceptable resolution of some of the 
land use designations examined in the RARE II process," Shannon, who is 
coordinator for the conference, said.
The public has until October 1 to review and comment on the RARE II Draft 
Environmental Statement. The final statement will be published in December, 
with the wilderness recommendations to be submitted to Congress in the 1979
session. (MORE)
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Shannon said the conference agenda is being developed and approved 
by a seven-member committee:
Tim Mueller, Princeton, Idaho, resource manager, Bennett Lumber 
Products, Inc.
Phil Tawney, Helena, Montana, representative of the Wilderness Society.
Dr. Arnold Bolle, Missoula, Montana, professor of forestry, Univer­
sity of Montana; former dean, School of Forestry.
Leo K. Cummins, Missoula, Montana, professor of industrial forestry, 
University of Montana, School of Forestry.
Dr. Robert Ream, Missoula, Montana, professor of wildlife management 
and director of University of Montana Wilderness Institute.
Dr. Robert F. Wambach, Helena, Montana, director, Montana Fish and 
Game Department.
Raymond Karr, Missoula, Montana, director, Forest Service Information 
Office.
The accent will be on professional examination of the RARE II Draft 
Environmental Statement with papers presented from a variety of perspec­
tives: nondevelopment, development, interests of governments of western
states, the Alaska RARE II process, Congressional viewpoints, and the 
administration's views.
The conference opens Friday, August 4, with talks by Kirk Ewart, Boise, 
Idaho, of the Boise Cascade Corporation, and by Doug Scott, Spokane, Wash­
ington, Pacific Northwest representative of the Sierra Club.
Dr. M. Rupert Cutler, Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, will be the 
luncheon speaker at noon on Friday. He will present the Carter administra­
tion's position on RARE II.
(MORE)
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John R. McGuire, Washington, D.C., Chief of the Forest Service, and 
Zane Smith, Washington, D.C., Forest Service Director of Recreation, will 
speak Friday afternoon.
Robert Ii. Tracy, Juneau, Alaska, Deputy Regional Forester for the 
Forest Service’s Alaska Region, will speak Saturday morning on the combi­
nation of the RARE II study with Forest-wide landuse planning on the Tongass 
National Forest in Alaska.
Jay Gruenfeld, Boise, Idaho, a member of the governing council of the 
Society of American Foresters and vice president of Potlatch Corporation, 
and Clifton Merritt, Denver, Colorado, director of field services for the 
Wilderness Society, will speak on the role of the professional natural 
resource manager.
Saturday afternoon, August 5, Fred Hutchison, Washington, D.C., aide 
to Senator Frank Church (D-Idaho), will chair a panel discussion of what 
is likely to happen in Congress after RARE II recommendations are presented. 
The panel will be composed of five congressional representatives who will 
be involved in RARE II legislation.
The conference will conclude Saturday with an administration policy 
statement on "Where Do We Go From Here?"
Proceedings of the conference will be published in September ($10). 
Registration for the conference is $10; after July 21 the registration fee 
will be $15. The luncheon on Saturday and the banquet on Friday will be 




For additional information about the conference (housing, banquet- 
luncheon reservations, registration fees, ordering copies of proceedings), 
contact:
National RARE II Conference/Symposium 
School of Forestry, University of Montana 
Montana Forest and Conservation Experiment Station 
Missoula, Montana 59812
telephone (406) 243-5521.
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